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A  LETTER,  &c. 


SIR, 

T  Have  this  day  read  your  letter  to  the 
Secretary  at  War,  and  (however  you 
may  fufpedl  it)  as  a  fellow-labourer  in 
the  fame  caufe,  think  it  incumbent  on  me 
to  give  you  my  fentiments  with  as  little 
violence  to  your  feelings,  as  I  can  with  any  I 
attention  to  the  indulgence  of  my  own,  and 
the  avoidance  of  any  ariftocratic  cere- 
mony; which  would  not  I  think  recom- 
mend me  to  your  notice  ;  thus  endeavour- 
ing to  fhun  the  extravagance  into  which 
you  have  been  betrayed.  The  oftenfible 
fubjeft  of  your  letter,  no  man  can  more 
approve  than  I  do;  as  I  conceive  intem- 
perance to  be  one  of  the  moll  dangerous 
and   reprehenfible   infirmities  which     can 
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belong  to  any  public  or  private  character; 
from  long  experience  of  the  enormities  it 
has  produced.  There  is  not  anypoffible 
purfuit  to  which  it  is  not  injurious,  fave 
that  only,  of  felf-deftruftion ;  which,  un- 
natural as  it  feems,  one  would  be  often  in- 
duced to  think  many  w7ere  as  eagerly  en- 
gaged in,  as  two*jockies  for  the  goal. 

To  popular  bufinefs  it  is  particularly 
inimical,  as  it  perpetually  expofes  it  and 
its  friends,  to  the  charge  and  confequences 
of  the  indifcretion  which  its  enemies  fel- 
dom  fail  to  take  advantage  of.  The  evi- 
dence  I  have  fo  repeatedly  had  of  this,  has 
fo  much  foured  my  temper  with  the  me- 
thod of  managing  popular  concerns,  that 
I  have  almofi  totally  receded  from  any  ac- 
tive part;  although  retaining  the  beft  wifhes 
for  the  public  caufe.  As  my  private  ad- 
monition, therefore,  which  has  never  been 
fpared,  has  had  no  effeQ:,  I  have  no  other 
mode  of  rendering  any  fervice  than  by  con- 
tributing my  feeble,  but  fincere  endeavours- 
to  counterafc  the  influence  of  an  example, 
which  I  know  to  be  as  contagious  as  fatal  ; 
and  of  a  diforder  which  you  fo  lamentably 
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prove  is  the  more  dreadful,  and  deferving 
commiferation  and  watchfulnefs,  as  the  un- 
fortunate patient  is  no  more  fenfible  of  his 
fituation,  than  the  man  who  is  in  the  mo- 
ment of  putting  on   the  ftrait   waiftcoat. 

This  I  hope  will  be  the  better  received, 
at  a  time  wrhen  of  all  others,  good  manage- 
ment and  appearance  (at  leaft)  of  modera- 
tion, is  more  indifpenfible  than  it  has  ever 
been  to  the  popular  fide.  If  the  confe- 
quences  of  this  intemperance  were  confined 
to  the  fuccefs  of  party,  I  will  be  fo  candid 
as  to  fay,  I  might  be  inclined,  perhaps,  for 
the  prefent  moment  at  leaft,  fave  you,  or  /<? 
the  public,  the  trouble  of  reading  this  fhort 
letter,  which  from  the  date  of  your  publica- 
tion, you  will  perceive  to  be  the  immediate 
diftates  of  my  heart.  I  will  acknowledge 
myfelf  afiiuated,  perhaps  by  a  more  fordid, 
though  I  believe  not  lefs  natural  motive; 
being  the  relation  of  a  tradefman,  who  lofes 
about  five  pounds  a-week,  generally,  by  the 
abfence  and  ldlenefs  of  his  workmen — a 
fum  far  inferior  to  that  which  others  from 
the  fame  caufe  have  to  complain  of.  The 
commercial  part  therefore  of  my  fellow  ci- 
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tizens  will  not  think  me  flightly  concerned ; 
or  that  I  fhould  lament  to  fee  when  the  ca- 
lamities of  war  with-hold  the  means  of  em- 
ployment from  fo  many  manufacturers,  the 
families  of  thofe  who  can  obtain  it,  are  de- 
prived of  their  fupport  by  the  intoxicating 
effe£is  of  thofe  inflammatory  produtiions 
(of  which  your's,  to  fay  the  truth,  is  the 
moft  innocently  whimfical  and  the  unhappy 
rage  after  what  they  call  politics,  which  they 
produce;  and  are  the  refult  of  intemperate 
conduft  and  language  in  thofe  who  are  a 
little  removed  above  them.  Do  not  fup- 
pofe  that  I  am  fo  unjufl  as  to  confider  you 
a  principal,  or  your  letter,  an  inftrument 
of  ferious  concern.  I  addrefs  myfelf  to  you 
as  one  of  the  unlucky,  but  well-minded 
people,  who  from  natural  organization,  and 
texture  of  nerve,  are  more  fufceptible  of 
contagion  than  thofe  of  more  robuft  intel- 
le£t  and  fibre,  and  are  more  deferving  of 
pi  ^ ,  from  having  been  too  clofely  in  con- 
ta£l  with  fome  of  tiiofe  infe£lious  an  »ais, 
w  o  either  are  themfelves  in,  or  employed 
t  put  others  ,in  a  delirium.  The  atte  , 
imiLa.  ng  the   profeffors   of  that  art  they 
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pilfer  from,  and  affeft  to  ridicule,  call  your 
ftate,  I  do  affure  you.  a  CRISIS  ;  and  are 
kept  as  the  people  leagued  with,  or  hired 
by  the  magnetizing  dottors,  to  work  on  the 
paflions  and  fympathies  of  weak,  credulous 
people,  by  affecting  fenfations,  foreign,  God 
knows,  to  their  nature. 

Thefe  fort  of  Ant/irofioftkagi,  (or  man- 
eaters,  for  I  do  not  think  they  deferve  a 
more  tender  name),  are  regularly  drilled 
at  their  very  private  meetings,  to  which, 
of  courfe,  you  never  were  admitted  :  they 
attend  coffee-houfes,  tap-rooms,  and  other 
places  of  public  refort ;  and  with  a  feeming 
ignorance  of  each  other,  are  as  alert  in  their 
parts  as  the  mod  dextrous  practitioners  of 
the  drop  :-- on  their  return  at  night  from  an 
excurfion,  with  an  account  of  their  exploits, 
I  have  not  been  able  to  reftrain  laughter, 
theyfo  much  put  me  in  mind  of  Bagfhot  and 
his  gang  •  with  only  this  difference,  that  I 
could  not  help  thinking  the  latter  by  far  the 
mod  innoxious  chara&ers.  They  fpeak  of 
youandthofe  in  the  fameftateof  mind,  whom 
they  term  done,  (which  they  might  much 
better  term  undone)  as  of  a  bale  of  goods, 
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as  a  property — as  black  legs  do  of  a  pigeon, 
or  an  advertifing  quack  of  his  patients, 
the  number  of  which  they  think,  and  indeed 
with  too  much  reafon,  adds  to  their  repu- 
tation with  the  public.  Thofe  people  are  re- 
markable for  an  uncommon  command  of  the 
mufcles  of  their  face  by  which  they  can  laugh 
at  one  fide  and  cry  on  the  other ;  and  if  it  were 
not  one  of  the  peculiar  attendants  on  your 
diforder,  to  fee  objefts  as  if  placed  topfy 
turvy,  or  in  the  vertical  motion  of  a  whirli- 
gig, your  intimacy  with  that  celebrated 
philofopher  Lavater  could  not  permit  them 
to  remain  undifcovered.  Nay,  I  have 
heard  it  afferted,  that  feveral  of  them  poffefs 
that  furprifing  mufcular  power  to  which 
ventriloquifm  is  afcribed,  and  are  able  to 
prevail  on  people  to  fwear  words  have  been 
uttered  in  places  where  they  were  not 
fpoken — an  art,  which  I  conclude  they  mud 
have  ftolen  from  government. 

My  objefl  in  this  letter,  therefore,  is  to 
endeavour  at  opening  your  eyes,  and  thofe 
labouring  under  the  fame  misfortune,  to  a 
fenfe  of  your  condition,  and  the  fh&fcigems 
which  are  daily  pratlifed   againft  you  by 
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two  defcriptions  of  men ;  one,  who  are 
contending  for  power  arid  place,  and  flatter 
themfelves  they  "  can  ride  on  the  whirl- 
wind, and  command  the  ftorm."— the  other, 
a  fort  of  free-corps,  or  political -hulans, 
— who,  a£iing  on  nice  principles,  difdain 
wages,  and  delire  no  other  pay  than  the 
plunder  they  can  make  in  a  general  wreck 
of  order  and  of  property  :  thefe  I  free- 
ly confefs  I  have  frequently  been  furprifed 
to  fee  retained,  left  they  might  happen  in 
the  end  to  forget  their  employers.  I  wifh  to 
convince  you  all,  if  poffible,  in  fome  lucid 
interval,  that  whatever  tends  to  inflame,  or 
to  make  ufe  of  your  own  word,  infuriate, 
(as  ludicroufly  mifapplied  where  you  have 
thought  fit  to  introduce  it,  (page  34)  as  it 
is  applicable  here.)  tends  to  the  reproach 
of  the  public  caufe,  the  deftruftion  of  trade, 
to  rob  innocent  families  of  fupport,  by  the 
idlenefs  of  thofe  to  whom  they  look  up 
for  it;  whofe  means  and  refources  are  not 
fuch  as  your  own,  and  may  eventually  bring 
them,  by  various  means,  to  an  untimely 
fate.  On  that  fcore,  my  apprehenfion 
daily  eajufltofes,  from  the  perverted  ten- 
dency 
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dency  of  that  benign  proof  of  the  bleffings 
we  enjoy  under  our  conftitution,  evinced 
fo  confpicuoufly  in  the  late  trials  :  although 
like  the  belt  of  us,  or  of  any  thing  elfe,  may 
in  due  time  be  the  better  of  a  little  vamp- 
ing ;  and  I  truft,  if  the  work  be  good,  (in 
the  workman's  phrafej  will  laft  longer  than 
any  neio  one.  I  fee  an  inflance  of  it  in 
your  letter,  as  I  impute  it  in  a  great  meafure 
to  that  very  caufe  ;  and  dread  that  the  true 
principle  not  being  kept  in  view,  other 
deluded  men  being  led  by  mifconftruftion 
and  folly  to  a£ls  which  may  exclude  the 
lenity  of  the  laws,  or  humanity  of  their 
countrymen. 

Even  your  letter,  innocent  as  it  is 
in  effect,  as  you  are,  I  hope,  in  defign 
of  any  public  injury,  may  not  be  fo 
in  its  operation  on  individuals,  into 
whofe  hands  it  may  fall,  who  are  too  il- 
literate and  ignorant  to  think  of  the  caufe 
of  its  being  unnoticed  by  thofe  againft 
whom  it  was  levelled  ;  and  under  the  in- 
fpiring  influence  of  combining  fumes  may 
annex  to  the  mod  rifible  parts  of  it,  the 
molt  ferious  interpretation.  &wpBg*among 
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the  more  illuminated  artifts  of  the  Jlrop* 
(who  by  the  way  are  often  better  fuited  to 
the  work  of  politics  than  thofe  they  per- 
form upon,)  there  might  not  be  wanting 
fome  gloomy  difciple,  who  profoundly  rea- 
soning that  fo  many  terrific  words  would 
never  be  compounded  without  deep  thought, 
may  emphatically  exclaim  with  his  brother 
Razor  in  the  farce,  "  There  mufl  furely  be 
fomething  always  in  the  wind,  when  a  great 
man  feems  full  of  thought."  A-propos — I 
cannot,  however,  in  juftice  to  the  profeffion, 
reprefs  the  mention  of  one  or  two  obferva- 
tions  which  I  lately  heard,  (although  they 
may  be  turned  againft  me  by  fome  very  wife 
politician)  as  they  unite  a  combination  of 
argument  and  truth  which  would  do  credit 
to  the  more  elevated  fpheres. 

I  was  fpeaking  to  him  with  that  familia- 
rity, to  which  long  cuftom  has  given  his 
vocation  a  claim,  and  his  good  manners 
particularly  encouraged.  On  my  infinua- 
ting  that  I  took  for  granted  his  fraternity 
being  friends  to  fafhion,  countenanced  the 
faftiionable  doftrine  of  equality.  Hisanfwer 
was,  "  If  it  is  fo,  Sir,  it  mull  be  that  part 
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who  know  and  think  very  little;  for  if  it  was 
to  take  place,  as  far  as  our  trade,  at  lead,  is 
concerned,  men  might  have  been  nearly  as 
well  born  without  heads."  I  afked  him  how 
he  proved  that.  "  Why,  Sir/5  laid  he,  "  you 
gentlemen,  I  know,  often  amufe  yourfelves 
with  us  mechanics  ;  but  you  cannot  be  fur- 
prized  that  any  man  who  allows  himfelf  the 
lead  time  to  think,  muft  know  that  if  there 
never  had  been  any  diftin&ions  in  fociety, 
there  never  would  have  been  a  hair-dreffer  : 
every  man's  heart  muft  tell  him,  that  it  was 
the  vanity  of  a  little  diftinQion,  when  a 
man  had  made  money  by  his  induflry,  which 
makes  it  fo  general  now,  and  (hews  that 
diftinftion  is  natural  to  mankind  ;  at  lead 
in  a  manufaQuring  country  fuch  as  ours  is. 
A  man  need  only  look  to  France  for  the 
effe&s  of  equality  on  our  trade;  where 
it  has  fent  fome  other  old  cuftoms  as  well 
as  hair-drefling,  to  fliift  for  themfelves/' 
"  That  feems/'  laid  I,  (Q  a  judgment  on  your 
brethren*  there,  for  I  know  they  were  very 
aftive  in  promoting  it."  ce  It  is  true,  Sir,n 
replied,  he, iC  but  hair-dreffers  are  like  other 
men  ;  and  if  aSi  men  knew  when  they  were 
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well,  we  fliould  be  all  too  happy."  Coming 
in  fo  natural  a  manner,  it  really  (truck  me 
as  a  ftronger  illuftration  (if  pofliblej  of  an 
immutable  truth,  than  even  the  emphatical 
and  well-recorded  words  of  the  poet, 

O  !   felices  ter  et  ampli^s. 

This  digreflion  will  carry  with  it  the  molt 
eloquent  apology  to  reafonable   men. 

It  might  have  been  fortunate  for  the  feel- 
ings of  your  friends  at  leaft,  that  you  had 
given  vent  to  that  matter  which  preys  upon 
your  nerve  by  flicking  to  the  acquitted  felon, 
as  your  feelings  might  be  fuppofed  to  be 
much  affected  on  that  fubjecl  :  they  fay  it 
might  have  been  an  excufe  for  reiterating  a 
ground  that  had  been  exhaufied  by  the  moil 
eminent  profeffors  of  attic  fire ;  it  wouldhave 
been,  and  indeed  was  a  gcod  j?anding  difh  to 
cut  and  come  again  upon ;  being  as  infen- 
fible  of  your  impreilion  as  the  ribs  of  beef 
at  the  tinmen's  doors  would  be  of  culinary 
flame.  But  to  emit  fuch  a  bituminous  fara- 
go,  to  prove  your  own  ferene  incombuftible 
temper,  and  the  contrary  in  another,  argues 
only  (you  will  excufe  me  for  faying  it)  pre- 
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tenfions  to  an  apartment  even  lefs  favours 
able  to  perfonai  liberty,  than  thole  which 
youhave  already confidered  asveryirkfome; 
As  to  any  confideration  for  Mr.  Windham, 
beyond  what  common  juftice  demands,  I 
believe  you  will  not  fufpeft  it,  either  from 
what  I  have  faid,  or  may  fall  from  me, 
I  confider  him,  and  all  men  in  power  when 
they  can  be  fairly  brought  before  the  public 
tribunal,  as  fair  game ;  but  I  will  not  go  fo 
far  as  to  fay  downright,  Fe^a  naxwrcz^  or 
deftruftive  wild  beafts,  for  every  man  to  run 
down,  or  deftroy,  who  is  rich  enough  to 
have  a  rufty  mufquet.  You  will  the  lefs 
doubt  what  I  fay  on  that  point,  when  I 
blame  your  profufion  of  compliments  to 
him,  and  Mr.  Burke,  \let  them  arife  from 
whatfoever  motives  they  may.  When  a  man 
appears  folicitous  to  prove  too  much,  he 
always  falls  fnort  of  his  mark,  if  he  does 
nothing  more  hoftile  to  his  intention.  It  were 
fupererogating  too  much  of  Chriftianity, 
and  candour  to  fuppofe  that  the  public  could 
expe£t  a  man  fhould  dwell  on  the  virtues  of 
a  perfon  who  was  thought  deferving  of  the 
accumulated  guilt  you  lay  at   his  door. — 
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Reafon  revolts  againft  it;  and  inftead  of 
obtaining  credit  as  a  philanthropic,  a  man 
is  either  laughed  at  as  a  fimp'etbn,  or 
iiifpecied  as  an  impure.  I  who  can  have  no 
caufe  to  be  the  trumpeter  of  his  panegyric, 
will  readily  allow  him  the  amplitude  of 
every  good  quality  his  admirers  have  given 
him5  in  public  and  private  life ;  with  his 
learning,  refearch,  encouragement  of  the 
arts,  and  fo  forth  :— but  I  will  not  give  him 
a  fweeping  abfolution  from  all  guilt,  on  the 
fcore  of  ignorance,  from  the  mconteftability 
of  good  intention-,  which  his  conducl,  I 
have  always  heard,  encourages  us  to  believe. 
The  greaieft  virtues  may  be  carried  to  ex- 
tremes ;  and  fo  may  tendernefs  to  public 
criminals.  If  a  man  in  public  or  private 
character  gives  a  vital  wound  (of  what  you 
accufe  Mr.  Windham)  to  the  liberties  of 
mankind,  and  confequently  of  his  country, 
ignorance  (hpuld  not  furely  in  all  cafes  be 
his  fafeguard  :  I  think  moil  frequently  ex- 
emplary punifhment  fhould  follow  ;  rifing 
perhaps  above  others  in  proportion  to  the 
enormity  of  the  crime  and  magnitude  of  its 
cpnfequences.- -But  mark  !  of  the  guilt  there 
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fhould  be  that  proof  which  left  nothing 
whereon  the  wavering  fliadow  of  doubt  could 
glance  :  and  if  the  emulating  benevolence 
of  our  law  would  permit  twenty  to  efcape, 
whole  good  intentions  were  ftrongly  fuf- 
pecled,  it  is  furely  reafonable,  I  believe  no- 
body will  difpute,  that  the  man  whofe  pu- 
rity of  intention  has  never  been  queflioned, 
fhould  be  at  leaft  equally  received  within 
Hie  pale  of  mercy. — How  far  your  language 
goes  to  the  attainment  of  fuch  proof  or  mer- 
cy, I  will  leave  to  your  rcfleSlion  at  fome 
moment  of  compofure.  Indeed,  to  be  in- 
genuous, I  am  not  of  opinion  that  the  plea 
of  ignorance  is  likely  to  be  as  popular  or  fuc- 
cefsful,  as  the  argumentum  ad  ignorantiam. 
— The  party  whom  you  condefcend  to  dig- 
nify by  your  countenance,  will  I  am  ap- 
prehenfive  (at  leaft  for  the  prefent)  think  it 
may  ferve  to  undermine  that  moil  falutary 
principle,  that  all  men  in  power  fhould  be 
fufpe&ed,  and  refponfible. — The  right  re- 
verend bench  may  think  it  might  be  a  bar 
to  the  goodeffefts  of  precept  and  example, 
and  furnifh  men  with  a  pretext  to  hood- 
wink their  confidences.—  Gentlemen  of  the 
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Jaw,  From  the  total  inapplicability  of  it  to 
'their  profeflion,  will  throw  cold  water  on 
it,  as  well  as  from  the  chance  it  might  have 
to  produce  the  abrupt  termination  of  im- 
portant fuits,  to  the  great  injury  and  vex- 
ation of  their  clients  :  And  in  truth,  I  do 
not  fee  at  this  moment,  any  defcription  who 
would  ferioufly  be  inclined  to  take  advan- 
tage of  it,  if  it  is  not  that  inconiiderate  fet 
of  young  people  whofe  hands  are  fo  apt  to 
draggle  through  mere  ignorance  into  other 
people's  pockets. — In  fhort,  I  am  reluftantly 
compelled  to  acknowledge,  that  there  feems 
to  have  been  a  manifeft  want  of  judgment 
throughout  the  produ&ion,  which  you  have 
owned  by  your  name  ;  even  of  that  arrange- 
ment, and  particular  fort  of  effe£i  which 
habits  of  life  one  would  think  might  have 
fuggefted.  It  is  really  an  ungracious,  but 
neceffary  duty  to  mention  fome  of  the  ob- 
fervations  that  have  been  made  in  the  little 
circle  where  I  have  heard  your  letter  fpoken 
of;  and  you  will  fay,  perhaps,  ferves  to 
prove  "  there  is  always  fome  d d  good- 
natured  friend  ready  to  tell  a  man  of"  his 
misfortunes.     One  fays,  that  you  have  fe- 
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lefted  very  good  words,,  arid  allegories 
which  if  properly  applied,  might  have  paid 
the  expence  of  compilation  -T  but,  alas  !  as 
they  now  are,  Jie,  on  the  ground  of  anac- 
g  ■->lt?djeloni:OY  intemperance,  "  like  lumps 
i  of  marl  on  a  barren  moor,  encumbering 
v\v";at  they  cannot  fertilize/5  Another,  that 
you  have  .made",  one  outlandifh  olio  of  what 
.with  good  management  might  have  covered 
a  hanalome  table  ;  and  let  down  to  John 
Bull,  who  loves  good  plain  meat,  a  difh  he 
may  not  be  difpofed  to  taite,  from  its  fan- 
taftical  cookery  :  And  all  agree  in  confi- 
dering  it  a  lamentable  proof  of  that  com- 
mon infirmity,  a  man  rniflaking  his  talent, 
by  quitting  a  walk  m  which  you  were  very 
capable  of  being  of  fome  ufe  to  the  public 
and,yourfelf,  to  enter  on  another,  where 
you  muft  be  (at  leait)  ufelefs  to  both. 

Without  deviating  from  my  intention,give 
me  leave  to  afk  you  a  queiiion— Of  what 
confillency  do  you  eftimate  the  brains,  or 
the  temper  of  thofe  to  whom  you  have 
thought  it  necelTary  to  propofe  the  follow- 
ing interrogatory?  p.  32. 

€t  Can  {tabs  with  the  bayonet,  can  limbs 
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blown  from  the  body  by  gunpowder,  can 
brains  fcattered  by  cannon  balls,  can  the 
agonies  of  ten  thouf and  men,  oppreffing  the 
bare  earth  with  horror,  fiaining  the  rivulets 
with  blood,  writhing,  groaning,  and  dying; 
can  the  inclemencies  of  the  fky,  the  damps 
of  marines,  the  agues,  fevers,  and  confump- 
tions  of  unfheltered  ditches;  can  peftilence, 
fire,  froft,  and  famine,  increafe  the  fum  of 
human  happinefs  ? 

"  Again  :  granting  this  multiform  being, 
this  creature  called  Nation,  to  be  a  reality  ; 
what  is  that  other  creature,  called  its 
Honour  ?  How  much  of  the  honour  of  the 
firft  of  June  appertains  to  the  fail  or  who 
lighted  the  match  that  funk  the  French 
{hip,  Le  Vengeur  ?  Would  it  not  be  as 
rational  to  inquire,  how  much  of  the  guilt  ? 
Poor  wretch  !  He  knew  not  what  he  was 
doing.  By  a  turn  of  the  wrift,  he  fent  full 
twelve  hundred  fouls,  poflefled  by  heroifm. 
unequalled  fince  the  days  of  Leonidas, 
(houting  as  they  funk  in  the  fame  miftaken 
ipirit,  for  their  nations  honour,  all  to  the 
bottom.  Let  them  fink  !  Were  they  not 
French  dogs  ?  It  was  for  the  honour  of  Old 
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England ;  and  he  could  fhout  when  they 
could  be  heard  no  more.  The  aftors  of 
Drury  Lane,  and  the  tumblers  of  Sadler's 
Wells,  have  afted  thefe  honours.  They 
have  opened  fchools  to  infuriate  mankind, 
and  propagate  a  brood  of  heroes  ;  and  the 
finking  of  {hips  and  the  {laughter  of  their 
brothers  were  the  topics  of  vapouring  and 
infult,  of  ballad  finging  and  Bartholomew 
fair  ribbaldry,  of  crackers  and  illuminations, 
all  for  National  Honour  !  Be  it  fo  ;  but  let 
thofe  who  ufe  and  underfland  the  terms 
know,  that  I  am  not  one  of  any  fuch  nation; 
and,  if  thefe  are  its  honours,  that  I  hold 
its  honours  in  abhorrence." 

On  this  unparalleled  burlefque,  which 
withers  the  laurels  of  Chrononhotontholo- 
gos,  I  (hall  leave  the  comment  to  thofe  who 
may  read  it.  But  I  really  cannot  as  well 
command  my  feelings  as  I  (hould  wifli, 
confidering  to  whom  I  addrefs  myfelf, 
(however  I  may  my  words)  when  I  hear 
any  man  permitted  to  have  the  management 
of  his  own  affairs,  infult  common  fenfe,  de- 
cency, and  the  common  caufe  of  Britifh  fub- 
jefls,  by  advancing  what  muft  be  to  them, 
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io  nionftrous  a^  doctrine,  that  there  is  no 
fuch  thing  as  national  honour.  Were  a 
particle  of  the  idea  to  be  maintained  on  the 
molt  fubtile  orabftract  principles  of  meta- 
physeal argument,  it  was  furely  a  mod 
abfurd  and  provoking  attack  on  the  well- 
known  character  of  Britons  : —Britons  who 
have  been  ever  as  zealous  of  national  ho- 
nour, as  the  fondeft  lover  of  the  reputation 
of  his  miftrefs  ;  and  have  been  carried  by 
their  adoration  to  even  romantic  a£ts  of 
heroifm.  To  attempt  to  tarnifh  the  glory  of 
the  Britifh  flag,  which  even  the  daemon  of 
party  has  never  dared  to  fquint  at ;  to 
darken  the  fplendour  of  one  of  the  brightelt 
days  which  the  hiftory  of  our  country  re- 
cords, and  damp  the  honeft  ardour  of  our 
feamen  by  contemptuous  epithets,  and  pu- 
ritanical cant,  is  putting  honeft  John's  paf- 
fion  for  his  Mistress  to  fuch  a  trial,  as 
might  challenge  the  annals  of  political 
chivalry.  I  may  alfo,  with  no  lefs  truth, 
take  upon  me  to  afTert,  that  to  prove  your 
admiration  of  public  or  private  virtue,  by 
divorcing  fo  cruelly  your  country,  if  fhe 
mould  by  any  chance  be  convi£ied  of  na- 
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tional  honour,  is  a  ground  of  repudiation 
which  will  puzzle  the  fagacity  of  Do&ors'- 
commons.  Your  attack  on  the  theatres 
for  indulging  the  nation  with  a  pageant  fo 
gratifying,  and  congenial  to  their  feelings 
at  the  moment/  appears  fomewhat  an  ex- 
traordinary attack  from  one  who  has  had 
//r***-£  the  modeft  humility  to  receive  fmall  advan- 
tages from  them.  As  to  the  accufation  of 
making  them  feminaries  to  infuriate  the 
paffions,  and  excite  the  propagation  of 
heroes  *,  I  do  not  well  comprehend  the  ex- 
tent of  your  meaning;  but  I  m^y  venture 
to  affirm,  that  if  you  fpeak  in  the  pure  fenfe 
of  the  word,  the  theatre  could  not  be  em- 
ployed to  a  more  dignified  purpofe :  and 
if  you  are  to  be  conceived  in  a  more  fportive 
vein  than  might  be  expefted  from  a  perfon 
of  your  chafle  fentiments,  I  will  only  fay, 
in  extenuation  of  the  crime,  that  there 
never  was  a  moment  when  herpes  were  more 
wanted. 

But  there  is  another  dangerous  confe- 
quence  attends  your  diforder;  it  familia- 
rizes men  with  fmiling  at  the  moft  folemn 
tjuths,  and  adds  to  the  proofs  which  I  arn 
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iorry  are  too  frequent,  that  nothing  ean  (land 
the  force  of  ridicule  :  This  alfo  perplexes 
feveral  well  meaning  perfons  to  determine 
whether  or  not  authors  are  really  ferious 
or  jocular;  and  mean  to  deride  or  to  imi- 
tate. I  cannot  therefore  think  it  ufelefs  at 
this  particular  moment  not  fo  much  on  ac- 
count of  your  publication,  as  of  others 
which  may  follc^w  it,  to  warn  men  of  this 
dreadful  double-edged  weapon.  I  own  my 
weaknefs  in  common  with  others  ;  and  do 
not  pretend  to  fay  that  you  may  by  fome 
more  difcerning  than  myfelf,  be  entitled  to 
credit,  as  there  are  paffages  of  the  molt 
comical  ambiguity.  If  you  intend  yourfelf 
as  a  competi  or  with  the  dextrous  com^ 
mentators  on  the  Bathos  and  mock  heroic  ; 
jt  would  be  illiberal  to  nip  the  bud  of  ex- 
panding genius  :-~and  if  uimwutei  .nqt,  it 
would  be  unfair  that  you  mould  have  credit 
for  what  you  do  not  deferve.  Indeed,  I 
have  often  thought  it  would  be  not  a  little 
conducive  to  the  advantage  of  men  who 
cannot,  without  much  injury  or  inconveni- 
ence, fpare  time  to  feek  for  comparifons  to 
form  any  judgment  by,  if  there  was  a  book 
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of  fpecimens  from  the  works  of  eminent 
artifls,  as  a  touchftone  to  try  others,  al- 
though it  might  not  be  quite  fo  much 
fought  for  as  thofe  to  try  bad  (hillings; 

"  Wretched,  ill-fated  Poland  ;  miferable 
people  ;  viftims  of  perfidy,  from  which  the 
annals  of  vice  have  no  parallel !  Shall  your 
groans  die  away  with  the  pafling  breeze  ? 
Shall  your  tears  wafli  the  guilt  of  your  op- 
preffors  to  oblivion  ?  Shall  your  blood 
fertilize  your  ufurpers  field,  yielding  joy  to 
the  barbarian  ufurpers  ?  Never !  Hemlock 
and  the  deadly  nightfhade  (hall  be  their 
fruits  !  In  the  intrails  of  fuc'h  inhuman 
butchers,  grain  the  mod  wholefome  and 
pulfe  the  mod  nutritive  fhall  only  corrode 
and  kill !  Touched  by  them,  milk  and  honey 
fhall  turn  to  gall,  the  blind  worm  and  toad 
fhall  infeft  their  paths,  and  vipers  fhall  ftart 
wherever  they  tread  !  Deteftable  monfters  ! 
My  foul  fhudders  at  your  infernal  deeds, 
and  Reafon  herfelf  half  delights  in  hating 
you  !  Yes,  me  will  pardon  this  rhapfody  ; 
for  (he  feels  that  fhe  has  no  words  to 
exprefs  the  heart-rending  fenfations  you 
excite." 
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It  could  be  fcarcely  thought,  indeed  it  is 
not  poffible  to  mention,  nay  to  hint  at  the 
fate  of  Poland,  without  the  moll  penetra- 
ting fenfations  of  ele&ric  fympathy :  and 
yet  (perhaps  unconfcious  of  your  talent) 
you  have  been  able  to  render  it  impoflible 
for  the  moll  feeling  heart  to  read  your 
Rhapfody  as  you  have  moft  judicious  called 
it,  without  a  fmile  of  various  hue. 

The  fpirit  and  metaphors  of  this  affe&ing 
paffage  are  evidently  taken  from  the  bower 
fcene  of  Dr.  Young,  (vide  the  Revenge) 
aad  if  I  may  take  the  fame  liberty  of  bor- 
rowing, are  fo  cruelly  disfigured iC  as  gipfeys 
do  gentlemen's  children,  that  they  may  not 
be  known  by  their  parents,"  that  the  Doftor 
could  probably  never  recognize  them  ;  and 
if  he  did,  would  exclaim,  "  that  you  had 
taken  the  bell  things  out  of  his  tragedy, 
and  put  them  into  your  own  comedy." 

The  prophetic  part  too  of  the  impreca- 
tion, feems  as  yet  very  little  to  be  depended 
on,  and  with  a  very  little  change,  would 
have  been  much  more  applicable  to  the  un- 
happy Poles ;  as  the  Ruffians  rioted,  and 
glutted  themfelves  in  their  fpoil,  and  I  have 
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pot  heard  any  account  even  of  a  fingle 
heacUach.  There  is  fomething  certainly 
concealed  under  the  coynefs  of  Nature 
only  half  hating  the  monfters  ;  although 
confefling  at  the  fame  time  that  fhe  has  no 
words  to  exprefs  the  heart-rending  fenfa- 
tions  they  excite.  It  was  certainly  a  very 
candid  acknowledgment  in  you,  who  want- 
ed fo  much  to  prove  the  contrary  :  but  the 
word  and  fentiment  would  poffibly  have 
better  fuited  fome  tender  fcenes  of  another 
kind,  in  which  the  good  dame  Reason  is 
very  lightly  confulted. 

I  hope  I  am  not  difpofed  to  rob  any  man 
of  his  merit ;  and  I  will  give  you  every 
credit  you  deferve  for  the  Norwich  manu- 
facturer. Bringing  forward  one  real  name 
however  infignificant  the  perfbn,  gives  a 
fliade  always  of  credibility  to  whatever  it 
may  be  found  convenient  to  introduce. 
But  on  the  other  hand,  I  difapprove  taking 
Coiice  of  the  guillotine  ;  becaufe  ill-natured 
people  (of  which  there  are  too  many)  will 
be  apt  to  view  it  in  a  diftorted  light,  and  fay 
<c  t  he  cap  fits/'  "  the  cat's  out  of  the  bag,? 
and  a  vail  deal  of  fuch  idle  fluff.     An  elec^ 
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tioneering  general,  let  me  tell  you,  requires 
a  vail  deal  of  circumfpe&ion.  "  A  rich 
man  (page  47)  riding  on  the  bent  and  half- 
broken  back  of  a  poor  man/'  is,  I  will  ad- 
mit, a  very  well  imagined  figure  ;  but  I  think 
it  would  have  a  much  ftronger  effeft  on  a 
ftage,  than  in  print ;  and  would  be  a  fine 
contrail  for  the  propagating  of  heroes. 
It  is  not  impoflible,  that  the  managers  might 
atone  for  one,  by  introdu&ion  of  the  other. 
I  prefer  it  for  my  own  part  to  a  Ci  rich  man 
driving  his  coach  over  the  induftrious  man 
on  foot,  (fame  page)  although  the  latter  is 
the  molt  natural,  and  more  frequently  oc- 
curs. "  Feafting  on  the  groans,  and  tears, 
and  fweat,  and  blood  of  the  poor,  as  they 
are  not  fo  much  acquainted  with  figurative 
language,  might  eventually  be  taken  by 
them  in  a  falfe  light,  and  as  if  laughing 
at  their  complaints:  it  fiiould  have  been 
therefore  reconciled  by  fome  bloody  fealt ; 
for  inftance,  Bruce's  in  Abyffinia,  or  the 
PoilTardes  of  Paris  eating  the  governor  of 
the  Baftille,  and  their  bread  fopped  on  the 
bloody  ground,  when  the  carcale  was  con- 
fumed.  Although,  on  confideration,  the  lad 
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might  be  injudicious,  as  the  people  of  this 
country  are  ridiculouiiy  fqueamijk  on  that 
point.  That's  true  ;  there  appears  fome- 
\vhat  like  a  folecifm  in  their  quarrelling  for 
the  groans  after  dinner  (ib.)  In  my  ap- 
prehenfion,  they  ought  to  have  quarrelled 
firft,  and  then  the  viftors  fated  themfelves 
in  blood.  To  be  fure,  you  have  claffic  autho- 
rity for  the  other  ;  the  centaurs  fought  after 
dinner ;  you  recolleft  the  "  Rixa  pugnata 
mero."  So,  with  a  little  dam  of  champaign, 
you  might  very  eafily  call  it  the  battle 

OF  ARISTOCRATIC  CENTAURS!   You  knOW 

they  are  a  tremendous  looking  animal,  and 
likewife,  having  the  upper  part  human, 
would  ferve  admirably  to  illuftrate  your 
perfonification  of  monarchy  and  ariftocra- 
cy,  (page  24)  which  to  unlettered  men  may 
appear  fomewhat  obfcure  :  no  doubt  the 
idea  of  eating  the  poor,  would  have  done 
better  at  any  other  moment  than  the  pre- 
fent,  when  the  fubfcriptions  for  their  relief 
have  been  fo  remarkable :  but  then  you 
might  very  fairly  get  off  that,  by  fwearing 
it  was  to  avoid  being  ate  up  themfelves. 
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They  cannot,  you   know,   for  their   fouls 
prove  a  negative. 

Having  declared,  either  from  want  of 
ability  on  my  part,  or  argument  on  yours, 
or  whatfoever  caufe  you  may  pleafe  to  con- 
jefture,  that  this- was  not  intended  as  an  an- 
iwer  to,  but  induced  by  your  letter,  I  (hall 
very  foon  take  my  leave  with  due  refpeft. 
In  fa6l,  to  trefpafs  longer  on  the  patience 
of  thofe  who  may  condefcend  to  caft  an 
eye  on  this.,  by  following  you  through  the 
incoherent  vagaries  of  prurient  folly,  would 
be  as  fruitlefs  as  foreign  to  my  purpofe.'— 
If  I  have  chofen  fome  paflages  for  obferva- 
tion,  among  thofe  moll  prominently  ludi- 
crous, it  was  to  avoid  the  rifque  of  lofing 
the  temper  I  refolved  to  obferve,  and  ufmg 
any  afperity  which  your  vanity  might  inter- 
pret into  perfonal  confi  deration.  Between 
ridicule  and  abufe,  you  leave  me  no  alter- 
native ;  and  admonifhed  me  againfl:  the 
latter  by  the  molt  grofs  antidote  to  its 
example.  Should  the  fate  to  which  your 
labours  will  probably  be  configned,  become 
a  beacon  for  other  unfkilful  adventurers 
on  fo  dangerous  a  fea,  it  mould  afford  you 
E  2  no 
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no  mean  confolation.  Should  it  operate 
to  the  clofe  of  your  political  lucubrations, 
it  will  be  a  fubjefl;  of  more  congratulation 
to  thofe  you  fuppofe  your  friends,  than 
your  enemies ;  by  the  former  they  mull,  I 
think,  be  confidered  as  a  misfortune. 

If,  therefore,  you  look  forward  to  any 
advantage  on  a  future  day  from  their  grati- 
tude, I  really  fear  the  difappointment  will 
be  very  mortifying.     I  do  not  indeed  know 
any  means  through  which  you  could  turn 
your  talents  to  advantage  fo  well  as  that 
which  was  faid  to  have  been  adopted  by  a 
gentleman  of  a  neighbouring  country,  who 
applied  to  adminiftration  for  a  reward  of 
his  zealous  fervices.     The  men  in  power 
unconfcious  of  the  value  of  his  exertions, 
affured  him  that  his  filence  would  confer 
the  only  one  in  their  favour,  which  they 
fought.     If  that  be  the  cafe,  then,  replied 
the,  honeft  Hibernian,  mo'ft  judicioufly,  my 
b eft  fervices  (hall  never  be  wanting,  until  I 
am  properly  rewarded.     Depend  on  it,  that 
to  fuppofe  yourfelf  equal   to  the  tafk  of 
tarnifhing  the  merit  of  a  whole  life  will  not 
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in  the  eyes  of  thofe  you  may  wifh  to  court, 
appear  lefs  offenfive,  than  ridiculous, 

To  be  the  executioner  of  public  reputa- 
tion, is  not  either  fo  acceptable  a  chara&er 
in  the  eyes  of  an  Englishman,  as  you  and 
others  may  think,  until  the  criminal  be  fair- 
ly proved  guilty.  By  your  attacks,  there- 
fore, on  the  reputation  of  public  men,  they 
will  in  all  likelihood  be  as  feverely  injured 
as  the  caufe  of  religion  in  this  country,  at 
a  period  of  great  bigotry,  was  by  the  brutal 
expedient  of  fome  diftempered  blockhead, 
who,  to  (hew  his  contempt  of  it,  performed 
a  certain  duty  of  nature  which  decency  for- 
bids mention  of,  on  the  communion  table 
of  (I  think)  Salifbury  cathedral. 

I  will  not  permit  myfelf  to  think  you  in- 
tended a  more  dangerous  attack  on  it,  by 
the  affectation  of  pious  confcientious  prin- 
ciples, for  political  purpofes  ;  however  un- 
fortunate you  may  have  been  in  putting 
profeffions  and  conduft  fo  much  at  vari- 
ance, by  your  language.  My  dillike  to  dip 
the  pure  mantle  of  religion  in  the  turbid 
ftream  of  political  controverfy,  or  writing 
where  it  cannot  be  ferved  by  either,  is  fuqh, 
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that  I  will  reprefs  any  obfervations  on  that 
fubjeft ;  farther  than  to  fay  that  the  loud 
and  overweening  affumption  of  even  con- 
fident virtue,  is  always  difgufting  ;  and  ge- 
nerally fufpe£table.     The  recolle&ion  of  a 
perfon  whofe  name  you  have  (no  doubt  in- 
genioufly)  mentioned  *,  has  given  this  no^ 
tion  fufficient  guard  againft  religious  im- 
pofture,  let  others  fucceed  as  they  may  :  I 
hope  the  tenor  of  your  religious  principles 
has  fufficiently  averted  the  poffibility  of  im- 
putation againll  you  on  that  fcore.    And 
yet,  deteftable  as  Cromwell's  fyftem  was,  it 
remained  for  late  days  to  prove,  by  a  neigh- 
bouring country,  that  virtue  and  morality 
were  yet  to  find  a  more  defolating  foe.    I 
would,  therefore,  not  recommend  it  to  you 
to  rifque  even  private  charafter  in  fo  mate- 
rial a  degree  as  to  introduce  them  in  iuch 
places  as  you  have  more  than  once  thought 
fit  to  do.     If  it  mould  be  the  refult  of  a 
paralyfed  underftanding,  you  are  excluded 
from  the  little  comfort  or  advantage  that 
may  be  drawn,  (as  it  has  been  truly  faid,) 

from 
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from  the  errors  of  great  men ;  whofe  very 
miftakes  are  leffons  of  inftruction.  If  you 
doubt  the  advice  I  take  upon  myfelf  to  give 
you,  confult  your  real  friends  ;  advife  with 
your  bookfeller;  and  when  you  do  it,  fhew 
that  you  have  done  more  than  tranflate 
Lavater,  by  making  yourfelf  right  lure 
Xhat  he  is  in  earneft;  for,  although  I  really 
doubt  not  of  his  honefty,  you  know  all 
trades  muft  live ;  and  I  will  pledge  my 
reputation  with  you  both,  that  he  will 
not,  without  a  fmile,  fay  that  politics  is  the 
trade  for  you  to  follow.  Take  care  of  all 
things  not  to  hit  on  a  man  celebrated  for 
his  wit,  to  take  opinion  from,  in  that  point, 
as  fuch,  too  often  facrifice  their  friend  to 
the  indulgence  of  a  joke  ;  arid  particularly 
love  fporting  with  men  in  your  fituationi 
A  good  lell'on  may  be  taken  from  the  ftory 
of  the  celebrated  wit  Ariftophanes,  who 
wifhed  to  amufe  himfelf  at  the  expence  of 
a  faufage-maker  in  Athens,  by  perfuading 
him  he  might  become  a  great  politician; 
which  the  honeft  man  could  not  by  any 
means  comprehend;  until  the  poet  told 
him  he  had  nothing  to  do  but  invent,  com- 
pound, 
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pound,  and  confufe,  which  was  all  in  the 
way  of  his  trade ;  and  that  he  could  not 
fail  of  having  cuftom.— His  fuccefs  I  leave 
for  your  fagacity  to  divine. 

I  (hall  content  myfelf  with  one  parting 
bit  of  advice ;  which,  from  the  attention 
fometimes  given  to  fuch,  I  have  referved 
for  the  medium  of  what  may  be  perhaps, 
a  more  impreffive  truth  than  any  I  have 
yet  urged.  Remember  the  words  of  the 
learned  judge,  Baron  Eyre  !  He  told  you, 
I  believe,  that  you  had  been  then  acquitted 
by  a  jury  of  your  countrymen ;  but  de- 
fired  you  to  beware  how  you  came  again 
into  the  fame  predicament.  In  this  em- 
phatic and  humane  admonition,  a  great 
deal  was  faid ;  and  as  I,  with  all  humility 
conceive,  ftill  more  implied,  which  feemed 
to  render  this  "  heart-rending"  epithet  ac- 
quitted felon,  neither  fo  extremely  wanton, 
illiberal,  or  abfurd,  as  fome  are  pleafed  to 
term  it.  It  refls  on  this  very  Ihort  point* 
which  does  not  involve  much  legal  or  logi- 
cal ambiguity.  Could,  or  could  not  go- 
vernment have  brought  home  that  fpecies 
of  punifhment  the  law  has  adjudged  to  per- 
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fons  conviQed  of  fedition,  againft  thofe  who 
were  lately    acquitted,    although  not  that 
fpecies  of  fedition  which  comes  under  the 
defcription  of  an  overt  aft  of  high  treafon  ? 
yet,  which  Jlill  went  to  the  eftablifhment  of 
Republicanifm  in  this  country.-And  why 
Was  it  not  done  ?  becaufe  government  could 
not  take  the  iteps    neceffary  to  feize  the 
papers  of   the   different   focieties,    except 
under  a  charge  of  High  Treason.     If 
therefore,  the  term  acquitted  felon  be  in 
ftrift  formality  improper,  it  feems  to  me 
only  fo,  inafmuch  as /edition,  and  its  con- 
fequence  rebellion,  are  to  be  confidered 
inferior  to  felony.    I  know  and  believe  it  is 
univerfally  known,  that  you  and  all  who 
were    acquitted,  are  truly  fen/ible  of  your 
efcape;  and  mull  confefs  I  was  thence  a 
little  furprized  to  find  the  loofe  application 
ofthe  term,  fo  grievoufly complained  of,  and 
wounding ;  but  no  doubt  it  has  had  its  ufe. 
I  heartily  hope  your  deliverance  may  have 
its  due  weight:   if  unluckily  it  fnould  not, 
I  really  much  apprehend  that  future  claims 
to  lenity,  will  be  materially  abridged.     An 
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Englilh  jury,  as  well  as  an  Engliifr  judge, 
may  not  want  dignity  or  difcernment  to 
diftinsuifh  between  the  gratification  of 
infolenee ;  and  the  vindication  of  rights  :-— 
between  the  martyr  for  his  country  ;  and  the 
{lave  to  his  paffions  : — between  the  incon- 
gruous eruftations  of  folly  and  fpleen  ;  and 
the  perfevering  fortitude  of  well-direfted 
zeal.  Thofe  "  felf-arrogated  privileges," 
which  you  confider  as  toys,  may  poffibly 
turn  out  to  be  of  a  flronger  fabric.  An  Eng^ 
lifh  parliament  may  not  always  deem  infigv 
nificance  a  letter-patent  for  unqualified  a- 
bufe,  It  may  be  thought  that  the  ftupidefl: 
link-boy  in  Covent-Garden  might  blow  up  a 
magazine)  if  he  Rumbled  into  the  door  when 
open)  as  well  as  the  brilliant  Smith,  who 
fired  the  arfenal  of  Toulon  :  it  may  be  alfo 
thought,  that  the  example  of  a  fool  may 
bring  a  man  to  the  gallows,  as  effectually  as 
the  practice  of  a  rogue ;  and  it  has  been 
long  both  known  and  thought,  that  "  indir 
viduals  muft  fuifer  for  the  public  good."— 
The  time,  therefore,  may  (to  fome  very  un7 
expededly)  come,  when  in  tendernefs  to  a 
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cood  People,  a  melancholy,  but  con- 
spicuous proof  muft  be  given,  that  human 
frailty  has  impofed  limits  upon  fcne  angelic 

principle  of  our  jurifprudence THAT 

INTENTION  is  necessary  to  CON- 
STITUTE   GUILT." 


A   FRIEND   TO    A    MANUFACTURER, 


Birmingham,        ] 
Jan.  25th,  1795,  j 


ERRATA. 

Page  j,  line  14.,  at  lea/if ave  you,  read  at  lea 

tofave  you. 
Laft  line,  p.  ,12,  Even  we  among,  read  amon 
P.  24, 1.  8,  to  receive  fmall  advantage,  rea 

to  receive  fonief mall  advantage. 
P.  25, 1.  19,  and  if  one  do  not,  read  &?zd  if  no* 
P.  27,  1.  .10,  the  fpirit  and  metaphors,  rea 
Tw&tf  of  the  fpirit  and  metaphors. 
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